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Former senior Caterpillar executive joins Ricardo 
Paul Ross, a former main board director of Caterpillar (UK) Ltd, has joined 
Ricardo plc with effect from October 1st in the dual roles of global market 
sector director for both the commercial vehicle, and agricultural and 
industrial vehicle teams 

Paul Ross is a well-known and highly respected industrial equipment professional, who carried 

executive board level responsibility for Caterpillar (UK) Ltd throughout nearly a decade. During this 

time he was involved in a wide range of industrial sectors in which Caterpillar is active in addition to its 

core markets, including construction, rail, marine, defence equipment and automotive. Before his time 

with Caterpillar he served as sales and marketing director for R-B International Ltd and previous to 

that, he held a senior technical sales and marketing positions with Aveling Barford. More recently he 

has also worked on merger and acquisition activity with various private equity and financial institutions, 

culminating in the successful acquisition of a business valued at £100M earlier this year. 

In addition to his commercial directorships, Paul Ross is also a recent past president of the UK 

Construction Equipment Association and has also sat on the president’s committee for European 

construction equipment (CECE). He remains co-chairman of this UK industrial representative body’s 

International Business Group. In addition to this he holds a board position on United Kingdom Trade & 

Investment’s advanced engineering sector group and other associated committee activities. 

Commenting on the appointment of Paul Ross as the new Ricardo global market sector director for the 

company’s agricultural and industrial vehicle, and commercial vehicle teams, Ricardo CEO Dave 

Shemmans said: 

“The appointment of Paul Ross will provide a significant boost to Ricardo’s growth strategy in 

the important agricultural and industrial, and commercial vehicle market sectors. Our ability to 

attract top talent in the form of established industrial leaders in this way is crucial to our mission 

to develop Ricardo as the multi-industry engineering services and technology and strategic 

consulting partner to leading industrial companies on a world-wide basis.” 
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NOTES TO EDITORS: 
 
Ricardo plc: With technical centres and offices in the UK, USA, Germany, the Czech Republic, France, Italy, 
Russia, China, Japan, India and Korea, Ricardo is a leading independent technology provider and strategic 
consultant to the world’s transportation sector and clean energy industries. The company’s engineering expertise 
ranges from vehicle systems integration, controls, electronics and software development, to the latest driveline 
and transmission systems and gasoline, diesel, hybrid and fuel cell powertrain technologies, as well as wind 
energy and tidal power systems. Ricardo is committed to excellence and industry leadership in people, 
technology and knowledge; approximately 70 per cent of its employees are highly qualified multi-disciplined 
professional engineers and technicians. A public company, Ricardo plc posted sales of £178.8 million in financial 
year 2009 and is a constituent of the FTSE techMark 100 index – a group of innovative technology companies 
listed on the London Stock Exchange. For more information, visit www.ricardo.com.  
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